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space theme hopes 
to provide viewers 
with an out-of-this 
world experience.
graphic illustrated by jackie hilger
Correction
In a Page 1 story last week, the word 
“explicit,” not the word “explosive,” 
should have appeared in a quote from 
Jim Spiegel, professor of philosophy 
and religion, and read like this: “After 
next week, after this accreditation, I 
am going to be a lot more open and 
explicit.” The Echo regrets the error, 




Need any weekend plans? Upcoming local events.
3/22 – 8:30 p.m.
FCA Worship Nights 
LaRita Boren  
Campus Center
3/21 – 5–6:30 p.m.
Art, Journaling & Beyond
600 S Washington St.
Marion, Ind.




(L to R) Junior Grayson Brown, senior Austin Goggans and  
members of Third West Olson perform during their Airband auditions.
Mark Moreland throws Cindy Norman (‘00) across the  
stage during their winning Airband performance in 1999.
3/21 – 7–9 p.m.
Salsa Night 
LaRita Boren  
Campus Center
A group of girls performs alongside their wingmates on a Wednesday night in 1986.
Junior Will Kercher and freshman Zach Winters take their masters of  
ceremonies duty very seriously, copiously preparing the best jokes for the big night. 
Some hints about  
some of this year’s bands
Hannah Stumpf
News Co-Editor
It has been under wraps for months. 
Nothing is more jealously guard-
ed than an Airband’s theme. Lucki-
ly, three Airbands decided to indulge 
Taylor with a sneak peek:
Gerig:
Length: Five minutes
Practice Frequency: Twice a week 
starting the second week of the 
semester
Descriptors: Epic, knee-slapper, 
energetic
Pre-Show Ritual: Group chant in a 
huddle before every performance
Swallow Robin and Friends:
Length: Four minutes, fifty-five 
seconds
Practice Frequency: Two to three 
times a week for one and a half to 
two hours each
Airbands offer sneak peek




The student body packs the Hod-
son Dining Commons, jostling you 
from all sides. An overhead speaker 
squeals from microphone interfer-
ence. The audience is abuzz with a 
restless energy. 
Suddenly, the speakers crackle to 
life as one of the masters of ceremo-
nies races onstage with some jokes 
to hype up the crowd. The audience 
cheers, and he is followed by a group of 
bushy-haired students rushing out to 
the tune of “Take a Chance On Me” by 
ABBA, lip syncing the lyrics into curling 
irons and pretending to play guitar on 
tennis rackets. It’s October 23, 1985 — 
you are attending Taylor University’s 
second annual Airband contest.
Taking the spotlight this month as 
one of Taylor’s most beloved annual 
traditions, the Airband competition 
students know and love today has 
grown and evolved significantly since 
its original debut in the DC.
Seven facts about Airband history
Photograph by Emmie Sweeting
Announcing the masters of ceremonies
Descriptors: Meaningful, technical, 
creative
Pre-Show Ritual: “Usually I make a 
dumb joke and act like an idiot so they 
laugh at me instead of feeling nervous,” 
junior Grayson Brown said. “Then I tell 
them how proud I am of them and 
their hard work and we end in an en-
couraging prayer, thanking God for the 
opportunity that has been given to us.”
First West Olson:
Length: Five minutes and eight 
seconds
Practice Frequency: Started the sec-
ond week of February, four times a week
Descriptors: Fun, cute, different
Pre-Show Ritual: Remember to have 
fun
Each Airband is unique, and with 
that comes specific sets of challeng-
es. For senior Cameron Eckmann from 
Gerig, the hurdle was in finding a place 
for everyone’s creative touch.
“We have so many people giving in-
put and so many creative ideas that 
it was sometimes difficult to make 
decisions and get momentum,” Eck-
mann said. “So we probably ended up 
taking a lot longer making decisions 
than we should’ve. But again, we’re re-
ally happy with the final product, so I 
don’t know that we would’ve done it 
any differently.”
With so many people participat-
ing in each Airband, there are always 
teammates there to ensure practic-
es run smoothly. Homework, sudden 
flu and other extracurricular activi-
ties can make juggling the demands 
of Airband challenging.
One positive outcome from the 
hours of rehearsal is getting to know 
peers in a new setting. Someone may 
be a great dancer, and their friends did 
not realize this until Airband.
“There are some other people who 
definitely helped me a lot with cho-
reography, too,” said sophomore Lily 
Bjorlin from First West Olson . “Find-
ing dance moves that weren't com-
plicated and looked well and finding 
something we could learn fast (was 
a challenge).”
echo@taylor.edu
Preparing for an               
act out of this world
Caroline Shapley
Staff Writer
From script writing and thoughtful 
planning to rehearsing, the 2018 Air-
band masters of ceremonies’ (MCs’) 
plan is to take the audience on a trip 
that is out of this world with laughter.
Junior Will Kercher and fresh-
man Zach Winters are not only 
a host comedy team, they are 
also roommates.
Kercher participates with Taylor 
University’s improv comedy show, 
Rice Pilaf. He has vivid memories of 
attending events with entertaining 
MC’s that made a lasting impact.
Kercher noticed the advertisement 
for Airband MC auditions and went 
to back to tell his roommate his in-
terest in trying out. To their surprise, 
both of them had separately consid-
ered trying out. It only seemed fitting 
to try out as an act together.
“We balance each other out pret-
ty well, and we know each other 
Below are 10 facts about early Air-
band history, courtesy of Ashley Chu, 
the university archivist for the Ringen-
berg Archives and Special Collections 
room in the Zondervan Library:
1. Admission used to be $1 — but 
you could get in free if you wore a 
Taylathon T-shirt.
2. There used to be prizes for first, 
second and third place, and these 
have varied dramatically from year 
to year — Trojan Pizza, various 
trophies, cash prizes up to $100, 
and even a candlelit macaroni and 
cheese dinner!
3. The Airband groups often had 
band names instead of being identi-
fied by their floors — The Jarheads, 
The Fat Boys, Aces and Myron and 
the Hunks, to name a few.
4. The bands once travelled to oth-
er colleges to perform and compete 
with other universities in the region, 
including Anderson College, Mari-
on College, Fort Wayne Bible College 
and Huntington University.
5. The bands were originally only 
judged by their competence in four 
categories — costumes, instrumental 
syncing, lip syncing and originality — 
all other additional rules developed 
slowly over time as the tradition 
gained popularity.
6. The dates for Airband have fluc-
tuated frequently since its inception 
— sometimes it would be held as early 
as October, sometimes as late as May. 
There have been years with one Air-
band event per semester, even during 
homecoming and parent week. This 
was partially due to increases in atten-
dance and a lack of space, which is why 
bands now perform twice in one night.
7. The trailblazers of the Airband 
competition include none other than 
your own faculty and staff — that’s 
right, your own Associate Professor of 
Computer Science & Engineering Jeff 
Cramer, Professor of Education Quinn 
White, and Chief of Campus Police Jeff 
Wallace were among some of the orig-
inal Airband participants, shaping it 
into the campus favorite it is today.
echo@taylor.edu
pretty well because we live togeth-
er,” Winters said. “We know how to 
work together.”
Putting compatibility to practice, 
Kercher and Winters put in endless 
work to prepare for the fast-ap-
proaching auditions. The theme 
of 2018’s Airband show is outer 
space-related, and the comedy duo 
kept that in mind when planning 
their material.
Outlines and goals in mind, they 
broke it down and had individual 
brainstorming sessions. The two 
revised together. Planning jokes is 
serious business, and they practiced 
a script read through together and 
sharpened up their acting skills.
“We typed up scripts, so we have 
transition skits typed up and our 
whole plot for the night,” Win-
ters said.
Nerves didn’t begin to set in un-
til about 10 minutes before their 
9 p.m. auditions on March 1. The 
turnaround from auditions to an-
nouncements was less than 24 
hours, but it seemed to take longer.
When they were informed they 
had been selected as Airband MC’s, 
excitement ensued for both of them.
“Will was napping, and I woke 
him up by yelling,” Winters said.
They picked a theme of humor 
that lends toward quality and good 
jokes for a crowd and a theme that 
allows lots of different directions. 
The comedy duo wants to keep the 
attendees surprised by whichever di-
rection they end up taking on stage.
The Airband show will be a com-
bination of a genre variety of choreo-
graphed music skits encompassed 
in an outer space theme. In recent 
years, the themes have ranged from 
camping trips to a night at a carnival.
So what should the audience ex-
pect this year?
For the grand show, Kercher and 
Winters have a fully planned script 
rehearsed, but they do not promise 
to stick directly to it.
“Being that we’re the characters 
writing the script and the people 
writing the script, we won’t feel tied 
to a script,” Kercher said. “It will cer-
tainly be there, at least for the struc-
ture. It will be scripted — except for 
when it’s not.”
Kercher and Winters are excited 
to have a large degree of creative 
freedom for what their acts and skit 
transitions can include.
While the audience is there for 
entertainment, the comedy hosts 
are planning for audience partici-
pation during the show. A tool for 
successful hosting that Kercher 
has observed from attending other 
events is for everyone to feel in-
volved in the performance. He plans 
to incorporate that into the show.
The comedy hosts asks those plan-
ning to attend to bring along their 
social media engagement tools.
“Hope you’re ready to land the 
most out of this world Airband per-
formance this world — this universe 
— has ever seen,” Kercher said.
echo@taylor.edu
Correction
The robotics program mentioned 
in last week’s story, “Girls in STEM,” 
was incorrectly attributed to Tom 
Nurkkala, associate professor of 
computer science and engineering. 
Instead, the program was 
spearheaded by Darci Nurkkala, 
coordinator of tutoring services. 
The Echo staff diligently strives to 
avoid errors. When errors do occur, 
please notify the staff so that a 
correction can be published.  Email 
the editors at: echo@taylor.edu
Photographs by Riley Hochstetler
Photograph provided by Ringenberg Archives and Special Collections
Photograph provided by Ringenberg Archives and Special Collections
AIRBAND
Photograph by Riley Hochstetler
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Bill Heth, professor of biblical studies, enjoyed participating as a professor  
cameo in Third South English and First Bergwall’s Airband performance in 2006.
It is the moment you realize that in 
less than five minutes, you have giv-
en everything: the time, money and 
weeks of rigorous preparation.
You strike the final pose. Adrenaline 
is coursing through your veins, heart-
beat uncontrollable, muscles totally 
exhausted. It’s the moment before 
your emotions let loose, the sound of 
the crowd is deafening and you know 
you left everything on the stage.
This is senior Max Partain’s favorite 
memory of Airband.
This is Partain’s fourth year partici-
pating in Airband. A PA on First West 
Wengatz, Partain continues the wing 
tradition of creating an Airband rou-
tine. And for the eighth consecutive 
school year, their group only contains 
men from First West.
“The reason we didn’t want to 
have other people from the outside 
is we want to do this as brothers,” 
Partain said. “And we want to com-
pete as brothers, and win and lose 
as brothers.”
First West has won five out of the 
last six Airband competitions, but the 
victories have never been the ultimate 
goal. The victory comes from the cul-
mination of everything else that goes 
into the process, according to Par-
tain. It has always meant more than 
trying to be the best; it is about creat-
ing something fun and amazing with 
the community.
Partain explained how God calls us 
to work hard and do our best, but he 
does not expect us to be perfect, and 
that is something he strives to con-
vey to his wing — especially during the 
Airband season.
“I think that we’ve kind of created an 
environment where it’s not about us 
winning,” Partain said. “I think that if 
it was like, ‘We have to win,’ and then 
we lose, that’s where our identity lies. 
We try our best. And if (we) lose, who 
cares? I don’t care. It’s a bonding thing 
for our wing.”
After the final performance in last 
year’s Airband competition, Partain 
and the rest of First West Wengatz 
stood behind the curtain listening 
to the crowd’s response to their win-
ning rendition of Pandora’s Box. Every 
piece of the process had come togeth-
er for this, and the band of brothers 
were confident they gave everything 
they had. 
Partain knew he would never forget 
this moment. The bond that comes 
from such a deep comradery is what 
he hopes continues in First West’s 
Airband performances this year and 
every year to come.
“There was no doubt in our mind 
we had put out our best,” Partain 
said. “And it wasn’t about winning 
at that point, it was just about how 
we had done the best that we could 
and practiced so much for that mo-
ment. It was a very surreal feeling, 
and that’s why I do it this year: for 
that moment. It’s not about winning 
at all.”
Q: Where do you see value in 
sharing stories?
“I think that a lot of people like to 
talk about themselves and talk about 
their stories, but they don’t often give 
the opportunity to hear other people’s 
stories. I think it’s less about sharing 
stories and more about asking people 
to share their stories because shar-
ing a story is a very personal thing 
and a very emotional thing for a lot of 
people, and so, I mean, just getting to 
share about the history of Airband — I 
love it. It has been such a good memory 
for me. And I love the fact that some-
body cares enough to know about it, 
cause like if you never ask somebody 
about a story, I don’t know, how much 
do you care about them? How much 
are you willing to invest? ‘Cause when 
somebody shares a story, it’s time. Like 
to me, hearing somebody’s story, giving 
them your time, it’s the same as love. I 
think loving somebody is giving them 
your time.” — senior Max Partain
echo@taylor.edu
Show-stopping staff steal stage
C o - E d i t o r s  i n  C h i e f
Eric Andrews
Katherine Upton
M a n a g i n g  E d i t o r  o f 
P r o c e s s  a n d  S y s t e m s
Chrysa Keenon
D e s i g n  C o - E d i t o r s
Jackie Hanson
Naomi Noyes
O n l i n e  C o - E d i t o r s
Katie O’Connor
Janel Reichert
P h o t o g r a p h y  E d i t o r
Riley Hochstetler
N e w s  C o - E d i t o r s
Braden Ochs
Hannah Stumpf
F e a t u r e s  E d i t o r
Becca Eis
L i f e  &  T i m e s  C o - E d i t o r s
Lauren Rink
Kassidy Weemhoff
A r t s  &  E n t e r t a i n m e n t 
E d i t o r
Elizabeth Hartmann
O p i n i o n s  E d i t o r
Andrew Hoff
S p o r t s  E d i t o r
Justin Chapman
C o p y  C h i e f
Elyse Baron































S u b s c r i p t i o n  M a n a g e r
Ellie Coggin
D i s t r i b u t i o n  M a n a g e r
Caleb Upton
A d  T e a m
Hannah Leystra
Ra Murray
F a c u l t y  A d v i s e r
Alan D. Blanchard, Ph.D.
•
The Echo aims to represent the views of diverse voices on Taylor 
University’s campus fairly and without bias and to be a vehicle 
of accurate and pertinent information to the student body. The 
Echo also aims to be a forum that fosters healthy discussion about 
relevant issues, acting as a catalyst for change on our campus.
Student journalists have published The Echo weekly since 
1913, except for January term, exam week and holidays. 
The Echo is a member of the Associated Collegiate 
Press and the Indiana Collegiate Press Association.
The Echo offices are in the Rupp Communication Arts Building.
Please address all letters, questions or comments to:
The Echo 
236 W. Reade Ave. Upland, IN 46989-1001 
(765) 998-5359, echo@taylor.edu






is not found 
in victory
Faculty and staff 
participation in Airband
Becca Eis & Kassidy Hall
Features Editor and Staff Writer
For over 30 years, Airband, original-
ly held biannually, transitioned from 
solo acts on risers in the Hodson Din-
ing Commons to choreographed group 
acts complete with a theme, lighting 
effects and song mash-ups.
Now faculty and staff at the school, 
once Taylor grads reflect on their time 
in Airband as students and others re-
call participation in more recent years.
Kassie Jahr, chemistry lab manager 
and chemical hygiene officer
While living on Second East Olson, 
Jahr was involved in Airband perfor-
mances her freshman, sophomore and 
junior years. Themes included Barry 
Manilow’s “Copacabana,” “Joyful, Joy-
ful” from “Sister Act 2: Back in the Hab-
it” and a medley that involved teaching 
the Little Mermaid how to dance.
In 1995, Jahr got involved in Airband 
as a freshman because it seemed im-
portant to her wing, and she saw it as 
a way to build relationships, more spe-
cifically with the upperclassmen who 
seemed especially excited about it. Her 
favorite memory involved finishing her 
performance of “Joyful, Joyful” in 1996.
“You just performed, and you’re out 
of breath, and the audience doesn’t 
know what they’re expecting, so they 
burst into applause and scream and 
you’re just like, ‘Woah, we did it,’” Jahr 
said. “So I kind of remember that, that 
was big, getting through that without 
falling or making a fool of yourself in 
front of the whole school.”
“You just performed, and you’re 
out of breath, and the audience 
doesn’t know what they’re 
expecting, so they burst into 
applause and scream and you’re 
just like, ‘Woah, we did it.’"
Jahr sees Airband as an opportu-
nity for freshmen to get out of their 
comfort zone and have a stress out-
let. Jahr also believes Airband is an im-
portant Taylor tradition because it is 
collaborative, resulting in the build-
ing and deepening of relationships on 
floor and wings.
Bill Heth, professor of biblical 
studies
Though Heth never was a Taylor stu-
dent, that didn’t stop him from partic-
ipating in Airband.
In 2006, Heth joined Third South 
English and First Bergwall in their 
performance of a medley of songs by 
the ’60s band, The Four Seasons. The 
group ended up winning that year and 
even had the unique opportunity to 
perform for the alumni council during 
their visit to Taylor a week or two later.
Heth’s role in the performance in-
volved him singing the lead part of 
“Walk Like a Man.” Just like the stu-
dents, Heth had to practice to learn 
the choreography.
“One of my favorite memories is I 
videotaped one of the students doing 
the dance moves and then I took it 
home and put on my VCR and played it 
over and over again so I could imitate 
it,” Heth said. “I was not getting it ini-
tially, but I had it perfect by the end.”
According to Heth, Airband has 
changed throughout the years. Many 
of the performances now involve 
songs that are unfamiliar to him, 
and he finds the choreography much 
more sophisticated.
Still, Airband remains a signifi-
cant Taylor tradition. Heth appre-
ciates Airband for its emphasis on 
floor unity and its show of talent 
and creativity.
“(Aiband’s) just enjoying one anoth-
er’s gifts,” Heth said “It’s a celebration 
of life, really, and people.”
Josh Craton, Wengatz Hall director
This weekend, Craton will watch 
Airband for the 14th year in a row.
As an Upland native, Craton has 
seen every Airband performance since 
he was in the eighth grade. Now the 
hall director of Wengatz, he remem-
bers participating in Airband for four 
consecutive years as a Taylor student.
His first time participating in the 
event was in the fall of 2009, when Cra-
ton was a college freshman.
“I lived in First West Wengatz,” Cra-
ton said. “Some might say my class 
started the First-West dynasty of Air-
band. We did it with our sister wing my 
freshman year and did ‘Beauty and the 
Beast.’ The second year, we assumed 
we were going to be invited to do it 
with them again and they decided not 
to do it with us.”
 When Craton was a sophomore, 
First West Wengatz performed by 
themselves for the first time. Craton 
remembered his wing’s performance 
being fueled by the competition with 
their sister wing and in the fall of 2010, 
their “Battle of the Boybands” perfor-
mance was awarded second place.
In the fall of 2011, Craton was a ju-
nior and participated in his wing’s Air-
band performance, this time under the 
theme of the “Revolution of Dance.” 
The act won first place and was also 
voted the number one Airband act of 
all time by the alumni poll.
“They used to ask winners to per-
form at the half of a football game,” 
Craton said. “We also did a youth 
conference and opened for the Bar-
low Girls.”
As a part of Craton’s senior year, his 
wing’s theme was “Space Jam.” For the 
second year in a row, First West won 
first place in Airband. Cindy McWhirt, 
formerly a card-swiper at the DC, was 
featured in their set as a referee.
As a long-time observer and par-
ticipator of Airband, Craton has wit-
nessed the event grow and change.
“There didn’t always used to be two 
shows,” Craton said. “But now it feels 
like the community has grown a lot. 
Not just Taylor students go, but faculty 
bring their kids and even a lot of tow-
nees who aren’t connected to Taylor 
attend. It feels like a really fun, greater 
Upland community event.”
echo@taylor.edu
Photograph provided by Josh Craton
Photograph provided by Alisse Goldsmith
“It was a very surreal feeling, and that’s why I do it this year:  
for that moment. It’s not about winning at all,” said senior Max Partain.
After weeks of hard work, senior  
Max Partain pours his heart and soul 
into performances like “Pandora’s Box,” 
the winning performance of last year. 
Senior Max Partain uses  
his face to convey the deep 
emotions in the “Seasons of Life” 
performance his sophomore year.
Photograph provided by Shannon Smagala
Photograph provided by Hannah Bolds
Josh Craton, Wengatz Hall  
director, has been watching Airband 
performances every year since 8th grade.
Photograph provided by Carly Wheeler
“One of my favorite memories is I videotaped 
one of the students doing the dance moves 
and then I took it home and put on my VCR 
and played it over and over again so I could 
imitate it.”
Show-stopping staff steal stage
OPINIONS
TheEchoNews.com
Women’s Week  
was March 12–16




began as a vision 
of the For Au-
dre Book Club, 




sexuality and identity development. 
Through collaboration with Glob-
al Engagement, Women’s Week came 
into fruition from March 12–16. We held 
various programming around cam-
pus, including two events: Womani-
Tea, a night to honor the narratives of 
women through art and poetry as well 
as “‘Why Feminism?:’ Questioning a 
Woman’s Place,” a roundtable discus-
sion to examine feminism and its mis-
conceptions. Throughout the month 
we sent out daily announcements with 
a “Woman of the Day” and her contri-
butions to history. Additionally, we cre-
ated a display, in the library galleria, of 
various honorable women along with 
literary pieces and artworks related 
to womanhood.
Women’s Week was held to celebrate 
and honor the lives and work of various 
women that have made contributions 
to history and contemporary society. 
Moreover, it was held to bring aware-
ness to women’s rights and the injus-
tices against women, as well as elevate 
the voices of all women, particularly 
women of color.
It is important to center the narra-
tives and history of all women, espe-
cially those who have been overlooked 
historically. As a result of patriarchy, 
history and narratives have always 
Oxford comma:  
To be or not to be
“Congress shall make no law respecting an establishment of religion, or 
prohibiting the free exercise thereof; or abridging the freedom of speech, 
or of the press; or the right of the people peaceably to assemble, and to 
petition the Government for a redress of grievances.”
—The First Amendment to the U.S. Constitution
Our View






tended for this 
article to show-
case my very 
strong opin-
i o n s  a b o u t 
Excalibur. 
However, after 
many conversations with professors, 
friends and classmates, I have decid-
ed against it. Instead, I will begin with 
a verse:
James 1:19, “Understand this, my 
dear brothers and sisters: You must 
all be quick to listen, slow to speak, 
and slow to get angry.”
Since the first issue of Excalibur, 
there has been a lot of tension, dis-
tress, confusion and conversation 
within our community. I have per-
sonally felt all of those emotions and 
have had plenty of conversations. I 
also have been slow to listen, quick 
to speak and quick to become angry. 
As a result, I have demonized profes-
sors and students, adopted a lot of 
rumor into my perception of this sit-
uation and contributed to the lack of 
unity in our community at Taylor. I 
want to write this article to correct 
my response and to hopefully encour-
age a right response in us as Taylor 
students and faculty.
Let’s go back to that verse, and I’m 
going to focus on the word “listen” 
because I believe that both “sides” 
of this issue would say that the oth-
er is not listening well enough. The 
word “listen” comes from the word 
akouo, which means “to hear.” How-
ever, it also can be defined as “to un-
derstand, to consider what has been 
said, to perceive the sense of what 
is said” ( from the “Strong’s Concor-
dance”). To hear and to consider what 
has been said are quite different, and I 
believe James 1:19 is meant to convey 
the latter: an active search to under-
stand what is being conveyed by the 
speaker. If so, what does this mean? 
Is it really our responsibility as believ-
ers to actively search for the original 
intentions and purposes of all of the 
speakers in our lives, especially those 
of other believers? What about when 
we are hurt or angered by what is said 
by those speakers? Can we justify giv-
ing up the search for their intentions 
if we are hurt?
I will answer that question with 
another verse, Ephesians 4:3 (NLT): 
“Make every effort to keep yourselves 
united in the Spirit, binding your-
selves together in peace.”
Make every effort. I don’t believe 
the verse mentions our hurt or anger 
or frustration. Does this mean that 
our pain is not justified? Not neces-
sarily. But it does mean that, no mat-
ter the situation, make every effort. So 
now what does this mean? It means 
exactly what is says: do everything 
in your power as a believer to unite 
each other in love and peace. Our 
response to hurt should be to go to 
those who have hurt us with the hope 
that we might understand (Matthew 
18:15). Perhaps you go to those you 
are angry with and find even more 
reason to be angry. Then be angry. 
But also leave that person in the love 
and peace of the Holy Spirit. Just as 
joy does not necessarily mean hap-
piness, so peace does not necessarily 
mean painlessness.
Reconciliation is hard. My minori-
ty brothers and sisters know this way 
more than I do. So this is easier said 
than done. But it is essential to unity.
To finish this article off, I will 
briefly mention how I recently met 
with Associate Professor of Biblical 
Studies Richard Smith, a professor 
behind Excalibur. I went into our 
conversation frustrated, hoping to 
fuel the fire. I left encouraged and 
more aware. I very much enjoyed our 
conversation and I respect him a lot 
more as a result.
I urge you, brothers and sisters, 
meet with those you feel hurt or frus-
trated with. Be quick to understand.
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been male-centered. Centering the nar-
ratives on women empowers women, 
provides representation and dares girls 
to dream of futures that include them 
in all spaces.
As part of our display wall in the li-
brary galleria, we had images of various 
women with relevant quotations from 
them, in honor of International Wom-
en’s Day. We intentionally chose a col-
lection of pieces that highlighted and 
celebrated women of all backgrounds 
— different ethnicities, religions and 
nationalities. To our dismay, barely 
twelve hours after we put up the display, 
we found that one of the posters was 
ripped off the wall and thrown in the 
trash bin. The poster was of Linda Sar-
sour, an American Muslim woman that 
co-chaired the Women’s March of 2017.
In response to this incident, Act Six 
Program Specialist Bria Howard said, 
“It really is a shame that we cannot be 
mature enough as a community to ac-
knowledge and honor the incredible 
work that women who may not iden-
tify as Christian have done for our so-
ciety . . . Do better Taylor.”
This incident is telling of the preju-
dice and bigotry that exists on this cam-
pus. There are people on this campus 
with hostile attitudes toward people 
with certain identities and ideologies. 
It is appalling that someone would see 
a display created in celebration of wom-
en, and not be able to see beyond the 
hijab worn by one of the women. Fur-
thermore, this act of vandalization and 
destruction of property is symbolic of 
the attitudes toward women of color in 
today’s society.
“I think the point here is not that 
we agree with these women on every 
point, and in every way, but that these 
women have made significant strides 
in the equality of women . . . Take the 
truth of what they say and leave the rest 
behind,” Director of Intercultural Pro-
grams Felicia Case said.
As disheartening as this incident was 
to us, we see that it reflects a wider atti-
tude held on this campus and beyond. 
This is precisely what we intended to 
address this Women’s Week. We want to 
stress the importance of honoring peo-
ple of all backgrounds and identities, re-
gardless of our personal convictions. As 
Christians, we have a direct calling to 
love and honor people who are different 
from us. Therefore, this Women’s Histo-
ry Month and beyond, we urge you to 
honor and care for all women, regard-
less of differences between us.
echo@taylor.edu
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For Audre Book Club and Global Engagement held Women’s Week this week.
‘Be quick to listen, slow to speak’
Why have a Women’s Week?
I love my friends, Ed Sheeran and 
C. S. Lewis.
I love my friends, Ed Sheeran, 
and C. S. Lewis.
At first glance, these two sen-
tences are exactly alike. The words 
and their order have not changed. 
The only difference is a single com-
ma, added to the series directly 
before the “and.” Its name? The Ox-
ford comma.
In the writing style used for jour-
nalism, created by the Associated 
Press (AP), the Oxford comma is 
practically taboo. When used in 
a simple series, the Oxford com-
ma is deemed clunky and a waste 
of space.
“To add a comma to a simple 
series would be to add an extra, 
unnecessary bit for the reader to 
wade through,” said Paula Froke, 
executive director of Associated 
Press Media Editors and editor of 
the AP Stylebook.
This decision was first included 
in the AP Stylebook in 1953 to repre-
sent a new trend in American jour-
nalism. The 1953 style guide wanted 
to create an element of consistency 
and unity between all journalistic 
writings. The omission of the Ox-
ford comma was a perfect way to 
illustrate what was already a trend 
in published journals of the 1950s.
Over the years, even as recent as 
the publication of the 2017 style-
book, AP has returned to the issue 
of the Oxford comma. Yet, accord-
ing to Froke, it does not hold a posi-
tion of high importance. Newspaper 
writers and editors, such as Alan 
Blanchard, associate professor of 
journalism and The Echo faculty 
advisor, believe in a more minimal-
istic approach to writing and punc-
tuation. The existing trend of simply 
following AP guidelines helps fur-
ther entrench the trend of disuse for 
the Oxford comma.
In a recent discussion, however, 
the Echo Editorial Board reached a 
non-conclusive yet majority opin-
ion that the Oxford comma is an 
important aspect of clear writing. 
If the disuse of the Oxford comma 
is meant to make writing clear-
er, what about those who see it as 
a helpful tool to prevent readers’ 
confusion? Froke said the AP Style-
book recommends use of the Ox-
ford comma in more complex lists.
“In reality, we likely use the Ox-
ford comma in far more cases than 
we omit it,” Froke said.
Since such situations exist, would 
it not be clearer to use the Oxford 
in all series, complex and simple?
Assistant Professor of Profes-
sional Writing Linda K. Taylor be-
lieves so. According to Taylor, the 
Oxford comma brings clarity as a 
natural addition to articles. While 
her experience as an editor is in 
styles other than AP, Taylor believes 
knowing the stylebook for newspa-
pers is more important than per-
sonal opinion.
“The Associated Press set style 
guidelines, when there is a choice 
or ambiguity . . .,” Blanchard said. 
“It does this to avoid confusion 
when newspaper reporter stories 
are shared . . . Otherwise, if re-
porters were left to their own Ox-
ford comma pro or con bias, there 
would undoubtedly be a mixture of 
both the absence and presence of 
Oxford commas.”
So yes, AP does provide a use-
ful guideline for when one should 
and should not include the Oxford 
comma. Without the influence of 
the style guide, articles within The 
Echo itself would feel incoherent; 
a jumbled mess of commas and 
“ands” instead of a cohesive pub-
lication. As long as AP style is 
against the use of the Oxford com-
ma, The Echo will continue to fol-
low such guidelines.
Perhaps one day, however, larg-
er newspapers will reinstate the 
Oxford comma and the Associat-
ed Press will once more change 
their stylebook to ref lect jour-
nalistic style. Until then, writers 
who favor the Oxford comma may 
have to content themselves with 
writing more complex series in 
their articles.
The opinions expressed in Our View 
columns reflect the views of The Echo 
Editorial Board, and not necessarily 
those of Taylor University.
echo@taylor.edu
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In light of so many opinions on Excalibur, let’s  
remember how the Bible speaks into our response.
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al Institute of 
Justice, within 
three years of release, 67.8 percent of 
formerly-incarcerated people were re-
arrested, either breaking their parole 
or committing new crimes. After five 
years, the rate increases to 76.6 per-
cent. These statistics are alarming for 
a number of reasons; they prove that 
our justice system is failing in at least 
one of its purposes.
Part of the purpose of any criminal 
justice system is to achieve retribu-
tion, or fair punishment, as well as 
deterrence, which prison sentences 
do (or should) accomplish. Equally 
important, however, are the purpos-
es of rehabilitation and restoration, 
which are not accomplished if some 
become stuck in the justice system, 
always returning to prison for one 
reason or another.
Politicians and officials are in-
creasingly opening up to new ways 
to address this issue — for example, 
through sentencing reform. A more 
grassroots effort to help people re-in-
tegrate is known as re-entry. Re-entry 
programs give incarcerated people all 
kinds of resources as they prepare to 
go back to communities.
Last summer, I interned with Saga-
more Institute, a policy think-tank in 
Indianapolis. All summer, I worked as 
a grant-writer for a re-entry program 
called Constructing Our Future (COF), 
which helps incarcerated women 
coming out of the Indiana Women’s 
Prison (IWP).
In the course of my many trips to 
the IWP, I learned that a little pock-
et cash and a ride into town won’t go 
March 16, 2018
“When I pray for change in my life, if it doesn’t happen 
I just have faith that He has something better for me.”
From the birthplace of Christ to martyrs’ ground
From the birthplace of  
Christ to martyrs’ ground
far when someone is returning after 
decades in prison. Oftentimes, people 
have lost nearly all their social con-
nections, and, of course, criminal re-
cords affect hiring practices, making 
it extremely hard to find employment.
Constructing Our Future addresses 
two major problems: (1) Indianapo-
lis has thousands of vacant homes in 
disrepair, and (2) people re-entering 
society need resources.
COF was conceived by a woman in-
carcerated at the IWP while watching 
a television special on abandoned 
homes in Indianapolis. “Why not 
us?” she thought. COF trains incarcer-
ated women in remodeling, so when 
they leave the prison, they can work 
on these homes, eventually earning 
a home for themselves by their own 
sweat equity and gaining skills along 
the way.
You may have seen it: last Septem-
ber, the New York Times ran a sto-
ry about a woman named Michelle 
Jones, who was incarcerated 20 years 
at the IWP. Jones was on the team that 
designed COF, and I had the privilege 
of meeting her last summer. When 
she finished her sentence last August, 
she caught a direct flight to New York 
City and began a PhD program at New 
York University. Jones is one of the 
most brilliant people I’ve ever met.
Why tell this story? Jone’s story is 
one with strong biblical themes. Sto-
ries of successful re-entry are beau-
tiful reflections of forgiveness and 
redemption. Re-entry programs be-
lieve at the core that people can be 
transformed and redeemed from 
their past.
When I asked Executive Director 
of Constructing Our Future Andrew 
Falk about these themes, he used Da-
vid and Paul as examples.
“If you were just to describe the 
sins that those men committed, to 
anyone today in the abstract, with-
out giving the background, they’d be 
like, ‘Oh yeah, he’s probably serving 
life in prison,’” Falk said. “And then if 
you told them, no, that was a man af-
ter God’s own heart, or, no that’s the 
man who wrote two-thirds of the New 
Testament, they’d be stunned. But 
that’s the type of redemptive work 
that God does.”
You can follow Constructing Our 
Future on Facebook to hear more sto-
ries of redemption and re-entry na-
tionally and in Indianapolis, just an 
hour down the road from TU.
echo@taylor.edu
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Here is most of the founding team of Constructing Our Future, 
posing for a group photo inside the Indiana Women’s Prison.
Letters-to-the-editor
Constructing a better future
The story of Christians in 
the modern Middle East
Abigail Roberts
Contributor
In the 20th 
century, Chris-
tians made up 
over 10 percent 
of the Middle 
East, today that 
number has 
dropped to less 
than 5 percent. Factors such as emi-
gration, growing religious intolerance 
and persecution play significant roles 
in this decline.
The rise in emigration stems from 
economic situations, such as restrict-
ed access to jobs for Palestinians in 
the West Bank, conflict in the region, 
such as the Syrian war which has led 
to the displacement of about 450,000 
Syrian Christians (Huffington Post), 
or fear of persecution such as the in-
creased violence toward Egyptian 
Coptic Christians since 2011.
In the last three years alone, over 
five attacks have targeted Egyptian 
places of worship. From the Decem-
ber 2016 bombing of the Church of 
Saints Peter and Paul which killed 29 
people, the Palm Sunday bombings 
at St. George’s Church in Tanta and 
St. Mark’s Cathedral in Alexandria 
in April 2017 which killed 30 people, 
the Minya Coptic Christian bus at-
tack in May 2017 which killed 28 and 
the Church of Saint Menas attack in 
December 2017 which killed ten citi-
zens, in response thousands of Coptic 
Christians have emigrated from Egypt 
to the West (BBC).
However, God is still at work in the 
Middle East. Amidst these reports 
of shrinking Christian populations, 
many of those that remain carry the 
torch of faith brightly.
Hiba is a Jordanian Christian. Bur-
dened from a young age with the 
break-up of her family, she found 
Christ as the one thing she could 
turn to.
“Daily, I want to be closer to the 
Lord,” Hiba said. “When I pray for 
change in my life, if it doesn’t happen I 
just have faith that He has something 
better for me.”
Hiba works north of Amman, the 
capital of Jordan. The city where she 
lives and works is known for its strong 
Muslim population and Christians are 
a very small minority.
“It is normal here for people to be-
come Muslims, most often through 
marriage,” Hiba said.
Despite pressure from the com-
munity and her family Hiba re-
mains steadfast.
Daily through her work at a wom-
en’s center, she has the opportunity to 
talk with and serve needy Syrian and 
Jordanian Muslim families.
“It has actually strengthened my 
faith,” Hiba said. “A friend of mine in-
vited me to a small group here at this 
church and when I came I felt wel-
comed as part of the family. A week 
later I was offered a job here in the 
center, these last two years have giv-
en new meaning to my life.”
Followers of Christ were first called 
Christians in Antioch which lies in 
modern-day Turkey, Paul was called 
by God on the road to Damascus 
in Syria, and the ancient Patriarchs 
walked the ground of Jordan, Egypt 
and Palestine. These lands are soaked 
in Christian history and their story 
lives on to today.
echo@taylor.edu
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Christians currently make up 4 percent of the total  
population of Jordan, 95 percent of Jordanians are Muslim.
Dear Editor,
I left my house Jan. 29 to head 
back to Taylor for second semester. 
My car was loaded and the air was 
cold. I arrived on campus that eve-
ning and was determined to get all 
my belongings into my dorm room. I 
live in Breuninger Hall (great place), 
which has a back and a front park-
ing lot . . . which, you would think 
in the (approximate) 200 spots I 
could find just one. But for a dorm 
that houses 150 students, connected 
to Gerig Hall which houses anoth-
er 100, plus English Hall that houses 
225 girls and Wengatz Hall that has 
300 guys and also uses these parking 
lots, it’s basically impossible.
I’m not saying I’ve never parked in 
either of these parking lots — I have 
— and when I get to, it feels like a lit-
eral victory. But more often than not 
I am parking in the Hodson Dining 
Commons’ parking lot or the overflow 
lot by Olson Hall (cough — which is 
supposed to be the actual Olson park-
ing lot — cough). Which yes, walking 
is good for you and that’s fine and all 
— but when it’s nighttime and almost 
zero degrees, I could do without the 
casual stroll cutting across the grass 
in order to make it into the dorm 
before my face freezes.
I am not blaming any students 
for the shortage of parking spots; 
I know we all feel the struggle of 
finding a parking spot in decent dis-
tance from the hall we live in. But 
I’m thinking with the $42,000 we 
each give Taylor a year, there should 
be a little change left to make more 
parking spots available for the 775 
students who share two parking 
lots with only 200 spots (if you do 
the math, we each get one-fourth 




As a studious individual — one 
who thrives in the quiet focused 
environment that a library pro-
vides — something must be done 
about Taylor’s library. Simply put, 
our library does not sufficiently ac-
commodate the needs of students. 
There are only 10 to 15 public study 
rooms available at all times, across 
all three floors. If each study room 
seats two to 10 people, and if hypo-
thetically four people are in each 
room at a time, the study rooms 
could accommodate 60 students. 
Note that this is a generous cal-
culation as often a room is occu-
pied by only one or two students. 
Our undergraduate population is 
roughly 2,131. Sixty of 2,131 is only 2.82 
percent of the entire student popula-
tion. Let me stress this again — this 
means roughly three of 100 students 
can study in the library at a time. Only 
three! That is most definitely a sub-
stantial enough statistic to get the at-
tention of Taylor’s leadership.
As a course of action, I am not 
suggesting that we spend enormous 
amounts of money to make the library 
more state-of-the-art or aesthetically 
pleasing. I am merely suggesting that 
in place of all the open and empty 
tables (on the first floor especially), 
more enclosed study rooms be built 
to provide more private and quieter 
places of study. Even on the second 
floor, with wise space management, 
a few more study rooms could be 
put up along the back walls. Having 
just a few more rooms open would 
create significant difference.
This could only be a positive 
change! The students who need 
quiet to work (which is not found 
in the LaRita Boren Campus Center 
or often in the dorms) would have 
a place. By acting on this, Taylor 
would be showing intentionality 
in fostering quiet study environ-





As the Taylor historian, perhaps 
I could contribute some long-
range perspective to the current 
minor controversy on campus 
over the free and open expression 
of ideas. Sometimes I am asked 
if Taylor is getting more liberal; 
sometimes I am asked if Taylor 
is getting more conservative. My 
answer is some of each, but more 
significantly, on the major issues 
it has not changed since its found-
ing in 1846. Taylor has always been 
a mainline Evangelical institution.
We believe in the Christmas sto-
ry; we believe in the Easter story; 
and we believe in the two great-
est commandments of Jesus (love 
God intently and love your neigh-
bor as yourself ). From that commu-
nity base, we can handle and even 
welcome a variety of well thought-
out opinions on how best to im-
plement that base. It could not be 
otherwise if we are to be successful 
in our efforts to train young peo-
ple to develop their own God-given 
intellectual abilities.
Some quotations from past Tay-
lor presidents:
1) “Keep the main thing the 
main thing.”  Robert Baptista 
(1975–’79).
2) “Changing a lot to remain 
the same.”  Milo Rediger (1965–
’75, 1979–’81).
In celebration of the cause 
of intellectual openness in 
truth-seeking,


































A world scramble that's out of this world 
1. LAGXYA   ______________________________
2. ROSLA SSTMEY  ______________________________
3. ANUCLH ADP  ______________________________
4. LEETOEPSC  ______________________________
5. VEUNSIRE   ______________________________
6. NEWSGLSSEHTESI ______________________________
7. VLELTTIRAOU YRSA ______________________________
8. TILESAELT  ______________________________
9. SCPAE TASNITO ______________________________
10. ODIARNTAI  ______________________________
11. NOEZO   ______________________________
12. PIJURTE   ______________________________
13. TRMEETIOE  ______________________________




all of my favorite people in my favorite place #HAPPYLARN 
@ rachcampbel 
They say teamwork makes the dream work and these powerhouses 
(plus @malainayoder) truly did make the dream work. Can’t wait for 
round 2 tomorrow! Also, bless up for the empowering t-shirts go 
get your own in OIP #shamelessplug#WomaniTea #womensweek
Sudoko
Fill in empty squares so 
that  the numbers 1-9 
appear once in each row, 
column, and 3x3 box.
•
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The women’s basketball team believed 
in each other all year and knew they 
possessed the potential to make a deep 
run in the NAIA National Tournament.
However, their successful season 
ended earlier than they wanted. Last 
Friday, the Trojans were sent home by 
Concordia in a 71–50 loss in the round 
of 16 in the NAIA National Tourna-
ment. The Trojans’ final record now 
stands at 24–11.
According to head coach Jody Mar-
tinez, the Trojans did not receive the 
easiest path in the tournament, con-
sidering Concordia held the No. 1 
spot in the NAIA rankings for most 
of the season and was a No. 1 seed in 
the tournament.
“(Concordia’s) depth allows them 
to play the same way, so it’s like they 
have 10 identical players,” Martinez 
said. “It would be like if I had 10 (ju-
nior Kendall Bradbury’s), how would 
I play 10 Kendall’s?”
Martinez said if Taylor played any 
other team in the game Friday, the 
Trojans would have made a deeper 
run in the tournament.
Junior guard Aubrey Wright em-
phasized how difficult it was to pre-
pare for a team like Concordia in such 
a small time span.
“We didn’t have control of the tempo 
of the game most of the time,” Wright 
said. “I feel like if we would have had 
a little bit more time to prepare we 
would have been more ready for (tem-
po). We kind of took (the issue) lightly 
at first and then realized too late. That 
third quarter definitely hit us hard.”
Concordia struck fast and ended 
the first quarter leading the Trojans 
21–9. In the third quarter, the Trojans 
were outscored 26–13. Entering the 
fourth quarter down 58–35, the odds 
of a comeback were slim.
Although this group wanted to go 
farther in the tournament, their sea-
son was impressive by bouncing back 
from a losing season last year.
After going 13–18 last season, the 
hopes for this season felt unclear 
with a new coach and a team in which 
no player on the roster had experi-
enced a season in which they won 
over 16 games.
This year, the Trojans won the most 
games since their 2006–07 season, in 
which they won 23 games.
Senior forward Cassidy Wyse said 
she could not have asked for anything 
better to end her senior year. Going 
to Iowa with the team and experienc-
ing the NAIA National Tournament to-
gether created memories that will last 
a lifetime.
“Looking back on the season, I am 
grateful for our coaching staff that we 
were blessed with and the hard work 
of each girl on the team,” Wyse said. 
“Everyone pushed themselves, and got 
better for the team, and as a senior, 
that’s all you can ask for.”
The Trojans end this season gradu-
ating three seniors: guards Josie Cobb, 
Sierra Wilson and Wyse.
Cobb ended this year averaging 10.4 
points per game and 4.8 rebounds per 
game, both career highs for her. Wyse 
ended this year averaging 13.5 points 
per game and 6.3 rebounds per game. 
Wilson ended this year averaging 0.7 
Softball ends six day drought; ready for more games on the diamond




With a record of 6–2, the Taylor soft-
ball team has not played nearly as 
many games as other teams in their 
conference this year.
Inclement weather, cold tempera-
tures and other unexpected factors 
have come together to force game 
cancellations. But, some can be 
built back into the schedule later in 
the season.
“We can play three double-headers 
during the week, and then have the 
option for a fourth on Saturdays,” said 
head coach Brad Bowser.
With Indiana Wesleyan having 
played 21 games, the Trojans have 
not played nearly as many as other 
teams in the conference, but are still 
feeling optimistic and excited about 
this season.
This team is still figuring things out 
to begin this season, such as where 
different players can best play to 
their strengths.
“This team has a lot of depth, and 
the players have so much ability to 
compete in each and every game,” 
said senior shortstop Cassie Kuizin.
The coaches are doing their best to 
make sure the team utilizes the depth 
Junior second baseman  
and outfielder Andi Stewart  
holds a 1.000 batting average.
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Women’s basketball season closes
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Luckily, the team is confident in 
their abilities and believe they pos-
sess many solid hitters.
“We have a very solid pitching staff, 
solid hitters and good defense,” said 
junior pitcher and outfielder Court-
ney Moriarty. “We have good hitters 
who can come in at any point in a 
game and make an impact.”
Practice has brought this team 
closer together and helped them to 
begin sorting things out through 
this crazy, unpredictable beginning 
of the season.
According to Bowser, the players 
are eager to improve and grow. In 
fact, Bowser said the players are as 
Sophomore guard Jamie Netzley scored 84 points for the Trojans this season.





Taylor baseball brought its record to 
19–5 with a doubleheader sweep of 
Oakland City on Saturday, March 10 
at Winterholter Field.
 A cold day on the diamond did not 
faze the Trojans, as the team knew it 
had a job to do and banded together 
to add two more wins to its resume.
 The pair of wins increased the Tro-
jan’s winning streak to seven, with the 
average margin of victory during their 
surge coming in at nearly five runs 
per game.
 Taylor led from the opening pitch 
of game one, hitting their way to a 
dominant 11–3 victory. Senior catch-
er and outfielder Tanner Watson led 
the charge with three knocks and two 
RBI. Senior utility player Jared Adkins 
also contributed with a double and 
three stolen bases.
 The Trojans did not start out quite 
as hot in the second game of the day. 
The scoreboard read zeroes for both 
teams through the second inning. 
The slump ended soon, as Taylor 
scored eight runs in the final four in-
nings to come away with the 8–2 win.
 According to Adkins, the biggest 
play was a triple by junior outfielder 
Wyatt Whitman that helped break the 
game open and swing the momentum 
in Taylor’s favor.
 Adkins said the pitching was one 
of the team’s keys to success Saturday.
 “The pitchers controlled the strike 
zone, they worked quick, and were 
able to get ahead with a first pitch 
strike, and really controlled the game 
from the mound,” Adkins said.
 Taylor found contributions from 
all over the roster, as a total of nine 
different batters connected with the 
ball throughout the day.
 Despite success, the team knows 
it has not played its best baseball yet, 
and that it needs to peak toward the 
end of the season in order to make a 
run in the tournament.
 Head coach Kyle Gould has laid out 
two early season goals for his team 
to achieve: a win over a ranked op-
ponent, and a come-from-behind, 
close win. A win over No. 10 Keiser 
and multiple one-run victories have 
the team prepared for anything con-
ference play throws at them.
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Sophomore pitcher and first baseman Andrew  
Kennedy holds an earned run average of 6.11 this year.
“This team has a lot of depth, and the players 
have so much ability to compete in each and 
every game.”
Softball ends six day drought; ready for 
more games on the diamond
Ivanhoes is proud to sponsor the echo’s Athletes of the Week!MexicAn
hard on themselves as he is on them.
They hope all of this hard work cul-
minates in what they desire to get to: 
the national tournament and hopeful-
ly the NAIA World Series. Making it to 
the Crossroads League Tournament 
semifinals last year has left them hun-
gry to make it all the way this year.
The Trojans will be eager to come 
back and win after their most recent 
loss to Michigan-Dearborn by the 
score of 10–2 last Saturday.
Taylor will head to Marion, Indiana, 
to face Indiana Wesleyan today in a 
doubleheader starting at 3 p.m. Their 
next home game will be Saturday at 1 
p.m. against Spring Arbor. 
echo@taylor.edu
Yesterday the Trojans extended their 
winning streak to eight games as they 
easily handled Defiance and collected a 
11–1 victory to bring their record to 20–5.
 Taylor’s season continues today as 
points per game and 0.6 rebounds 
per game.
The Trojans hold hope heading into 
next year, knowing they can compete 
with anyone after a NAIA National 
Tournament run this year.
echo@taylor.edu
The Echo Sports
it opens conference play at Marian at 
4 p.m. Taylor’s season continues today 
as it opens conference play at Mari-
an at 4 p.m.
echo@taylor.edu
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“It was just another week, just 
another Wednesday night. It was 
until Taylor time, this is. The restless 
crowd members filed into their seats, 
craving the music of their favorite 
groups. It was to be one of the greatest 
concerts ever created, featuring such 
performers as Loverboy, the Pointer 
Sisters, REO. the B52’s,. . . . And INXS. 
No, it wasn’t Live Aid II; it was Airband 
‘86.” — excerpt from the Ilium, 1986
“ ‘Sure, that’s what you think!” 
I said when they let me know what 
our wing would be doing for Airband 
‘91. Nevertheless, before I knew it, 
we were trying on polyester leisure 
suits in lovely shades of orange and 
brown, planning our hairstyles and 
the number of cans of hairspray we 
would need per person, and trying 
to decide if we were all really brave 
enough to thoroughly humiliate 
ourselves in front of the entire 
student body.” — Chen Armstrong, 







“John Harrison pushes his way between Mikey 
Scoglund and Carmen Spencer. The three goats 
helped fellow Gerig residents dance their way 
to first place. Gerig danced to “The Lonely 
Goatherd” from “The Sound of Music.”
“Airband 2008 was no fork in the garbage disposal, but we’ll  
all be sure to “Step in Time” for the next couple of months. 
The men of Second East Wengatz performed “Step in Time” from Mary Poppins, 
continuing their legacy of quality Airband performances by reclaiming the 
first place title. 2EW stepped up their game this year (in time), wowing the 
audience in their dirty bare feet by swinging from the rooftops and each 










“Jenny Shaffer kicks up her heels with 
First West Olson. They performed 
to the tune of Reliant K’s “The 







the costumes and 
dancers adding 
to the realism.”
“English girls get sassy with 
Wengatz and Broho guys.”
“Julie French gets 
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